FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME PAGE 2 JANUARY 31, 2010

FROM OUR PASTORAL STAFF

Today as | sit in my office here at Saint John of the Cross | am amazed at all that has
already happened and all that is about to happen. | know | have only been here for
four months, but it all started in September for me. The invitation and the decision to
come to this changing parish came quickly and with great trust on all sides. God has
always been my compass. | think of the song we sing:

We are called, we are chosen. We are Christ for one another.
We are promised to tomorrow, while we are for Him today.

We are sign, we are wonder. We are sower. We are seed.

We are harvest. We are hunger. We are question. We are creed.

There is so much wrapped up in these words. Sure God calls us in unexpected ways and we try to respond
as if it were all a normal part of everyday life. To me the involvement in the Church is never normal or just a
part of everyday life. It is always life giving.

My thoughts go to programs in which | am involved: Parish School of Religion (PSR) Sacramental Preparation
and the Social Justice committee. It is my privilege to work with wonderful volunteers and Social Justice
committee members.

We have 92 Candidates in the Confirmation program. The teens have been a very nice group to work with in
many ways. The group represents 12 different high schools . They enjoy being back together with classmates
from their days at St. Felicitas Elementary school. We have shared some large group classes with Mrs.
Marylou Beers, Deacon Bob Grgic and will have another with Right to Life presenter Mrs. Debbie Bruening.
At other times they have classroom experience with teachers. It is truly a Spirit filled program.

The Second graders, teachers and parents are all sharing the joy of preparation for reception of Sacraments.
We celebrated the Welcoming ritual, met with parents and provided information and materials to do at home.
We will have a special Jesus Day for the children in April.

The Justice Committee has met twice and have begun a study of the Bishops documents on Catholic Social
teachings, about our living out our call to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. We are getting our feet wet in small ways.
We are planning to be involved in the City of Euclid Food bank, support the “Baby Bottles” collection, and are
working on sponsoring the education of topics of Trafficking and Immigration reform as well as the outreach to
the Dominican Republic.

There is an abundance of opportunity to grow in and enrich our participation in faith and action. Be sure to
take advantage of the Ministry Fair in February.

................................................................................................................................... Sister Gale
READINGS FOR THE WEEK TODAY’S READINGS
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; First Reading — God appoints Jeremiah as
Mk 5:1-20 prophet to the nations (Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19).
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Psalm — | will sing of your salvation (Psalm 71).
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] Second Reading — Love with its many facets is
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Mk 6:1-6 the most important of the virtues (1 Corinthians
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13]).
Friday: Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29 Gospel — When Jesus claims his salvific mission
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34 is for all people, not just the Jews, he is expelled
Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138; by the enraged members of the Nazarean syna-
1 Cor 15:1-11 [3-8, 11]; Lk 5:1-11 gogue (Luke 4:21-30).
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ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS
PRAYER NETWORK HOTLINE
216-289-6456

Call and leave a short message regarding your re-
quest. Let us know when your request has been
answered, we can offer prayers of thanksgiving.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK
OF OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

X

Olivia & William Allender, Charlotte Farinacci,
George Halgash, Andrew Jarm,

Donald Justus, Cindy Kinley, Lucille
Kucharski, Ruth Lamm, Dottie Maher, Ronald
Maxey, Joanne Nale, Fausta Nowosielski, Jim
Nolan, Mark O’'Bannon, Joan Raddell, Justin

Raddell, Gerald Scarniench, Norma Sedar, Henry
Sepko, Tony Stepec, Edward Slavkovsky, Milton
Taisey, John Tarmann, Alberta Ulrich, Richard
Warman, Catherine Yert, and Jackie Zupan

Please notify the Parish Office when a name
can be removed from this list.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAITH DEVELOPMENT

People have been asking:

“WHAT IS SOCIAL JUSTICE ANYWAY?”

Social Justice is the practice of reaching out and
helping those in need. Catholic Social teaching calls
us to serve those in need and to change the struc-
tures that deny people their dignity and rights as
Children of God. Service and action, charity and
justice are complementary components of parish
social ministry. Neither alone is sufficient, both are
essential. Both are signs of the Gospel at work.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS: Bishop Lennon
will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation
here at St. John of the Cross on March 5th at
7:00pm. If you have not been Confirmed and would
like to be fully initiated into the Catholic Faith, or if
you should have questions, please call Lisa Radey
in the Parish Office 216-289-0770. There will be two
classes you will need to attend, Monday, February
8th and Monday, February 15th, both at 7:00pm.

FR. MEHOK’S SCRIPTURE STUDY: will continue
on Monday evenings at 7:30pm in the School Li-
brary through February 22nd. The subject is “The
Book of Daniel”.

FIRST EVER SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS
MINISTRY FAIR:

Our Saint John of the Cross Ministry Fair is coming
up the Weekend of February 13 and 14, 2010.
Please be sure to plan on attending!

“If today, you hear His voice, harden not your heart.”

STRENGTH AGAINST OPPOSITION

In appointing Jeremiah to stand up to the people
and announce the truth, God at the same time prom-
ised him the strength to do the job. “They will fight
against you but not prevail over you, for | am with
you” (Jeremiah 1:19).

Jesus also faced opposition, right from the start. In
his home town of Nazareth the people couldn’t ac-
cept the idea that someone from among their own
could be God's messenger. “Filled with fury,” they
expelled Jesus from town and would have hurled
him over the edge of the hill. “But Jesus passed
through the midst of them and went away” (Luke
4:28, 30).

Although the true prophet has strength from God,
Saint Paul says there’s something even more impor-
tant than suffering death for the sake of God’s word.
‘If I hand my body over so that | may boast, but
have not love, | gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3).

© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY Weekday Feb. 1
7:00 p.m. Carl Ursich
TUESDAY Presentation of the Lord Feb. 2
8:15 a.m. Jerry Luskin
WEDNESDAY St. Blaise Feb. 3
THURSDAY  Weekday Feb. 4
7:00 p.m. Margaret Blatnick
FRIDAY St. Agatha,virgin&martyr Feb. 5
8:15 a.m. Juliana Gorensek
SATURDAY St. Paul Miki,martyr Feb. 6
4:00 p.m. Tom Milo
SUNDAY Fifth Sunday in Feb. 7
Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Pauline & Jerry Hudy
10:00 a.m. Mary Koscak
12:00 p.m. Genevieve Andrzejczyk
COUNTERS EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Counters for Sunday, Feb. 7................... "B” Team Richmond Hts. Hospital-Wed. Feb. 3.............. Barni
Grande Pointe-Sun. Feb. 7............ Marla & Darlene
MINISTERS SCHEDULE —FEB. 6-7, 2010
MASS | PRESIDER HOSPITALITY LECTOR 1 LECTOR 2 EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SERVERS
Sat. M.L. Bertsch L. McVoy M. Melfi K. Brown, L. Colo, L. Kucharski, S. Caruso-
4:00pm A. Molle T. Melfi, M. Monger, D. Rymer, Taylor
K. Zigman, M. Zoul B. Caruso-
Taylor
Sun. J. Buda T. Hlabse K. McVoy F. Buda, M. Cinalli, C. Gricar, J. Gricar
8:00am H. Drozin M. Gricar, C. Hainrihar, T. Ogrinc, | A. Gricar
A. Rodriguez, S. Ruggeri
Sun. J. Cavanaugh- |L. Bochenek | D. Oligny M. Chinchar, M. Corbo, J. Dreyer, |R. Corbo
10:00am Kasulones E. Dulaney, E. Edelman, E. Perme, |J. Dulaney
M. Chinchar M. Haritonovich, R. Somich
Sun. R. Manning T. Gorensek | K. Musarra |B. Dennis, S. Johnson, W. Knox, N. Cavotta
12:00pm L. Williams A. Molnar, M. Proctor, J. Radachy, |C. Knox
S. Thomas-Greaves, T. Wetzel
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NEWS AT ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

First St. John of the Cross Youth Ministry So-
cial on Saturday, February 6th, 2010 at 7:00pm in
the St. Felicitas School Hall. We’'ll enjoy food and
drink, share in conversation, and watch the Cleve-
land Cavaliers play the New York Knicks on a pro-
jection screen! Additionally, our St. John of the
Cross Youth Ministry Staff looks forward to meeting
you and receiving your input on the creation of our
NEW youth program! RSVP: email Lisa Radey at
Iradey@saintjohnofthecross.org by Wednesday,
February 3rd, 2010.

SAVE THE DATE: VBS Vacation Bible School is
scheduled for July 12-July 16th this year.

THE FRIENDSHIP CLUB CASINO TRIP (formerly
St. Paul’s Plus 50 Club): A trip is being planned
for Monday, March 22nd to Presque Isle Downs.
The cost is $24.00 with Casino Incentive of $10.00
coin and $5.00 food (subject to change/cancel).
Please call Betty Slavkovsky at 216-486-7712 for
reservations/additional information.

FEBRUARY 14TH RAFFLE: St. John of the Cross
will be raffling a $500.00 gift certificate to B & B
Appliance. Tickets are 6 for $5.00 and are avail-
able in the Gathering Area on the counter or at the
Parish Office.

SAVE THE DATE: 1% Annual St. John of the
Cross Booster Golf Outing, June 6, 2010. At the
Briardale Greens Golf Course. Get your Foursome
now! Help us raise money for new athletic uni-
forms!! More information to follow in the coming
months.

Catholic Schools Week Open House

Come visit our school today Sunday, January 31st
between 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Meet the teachers, see the fabulous displays of
work from our students, and enjoy some
light refreshments.
Awesome things are happening at St. Felicitas
School and we want you to be a part of it!
Tell your family, friends, and neighbors.
All are welcomel!

5" Annual
St. Felicitas PTU Adult Benefit

The 5™ Annual Adult Benefit will be held on Sat-
urday, March 13" at the Villa di Borally from
6:00pm until 12:00am. Please note the date
change. Come join the fun and support the chil-
dren of St. Felicitas School. Tickets are $75.00
per couple and include 2 main board tickets for a
chance to win $1,000.00, a sit down dinner, and
open bar. Single tickets are available for $40.00
and include 1 main board ticket for a chance to win
$1,000.00, a sit down dinner, and open
bar. Dance to the music of the Freddie James
DJ. Take a chance at the sideboards, silent auc-
tion, and raffle baskets too! Ticket forms are avail-
able in the Parish Office. Any questions contact
Patti Mayer at 216-481-6181.

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS QUOTE

COLLECTIONS
Last Week’s Regular Collection............. $10,314.00
Last Week’s Children’s Collection................ $17.00

Thank you for your generosity.
Your support is needed and greatly appreciated.

“If we only knew how much spiritual good
and abundance we lose by not attempting to
raise our desires above childish things.
And if we only knew to what extent,
by giving up our taste for trifles,
we might discover in simple spiritual food
our deepest satisfaction.”
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NEWS FROM OUR NEIGHBORS

2010 CATHOLIC CHARITIES ANNUAL APPEAL

BORROMEO PARENT/STUDENT INFORMATION
NIGHTS provide an evening for high school age
young men (grades 9-12) and their parents to
come and learn about Borromeo Seminary and the
college seminary program. A Q & A session and
tour of the building are also included. Our next In-
formation Night is February 2nd, from 7:00-9:30pm.
Please call 440-943-7631 to register or for more
information.

XLT at Center for Pastoral Leadership: The Vo-
cation Office invites all young adults, teens, and the
young at heart to an evening of prayer and Eucha-
ristic Adoration with song and praise! Join others
on Wednesday, Feb. 3rd at 7:00pm and listen to a
powerful witness followed by prayer with our Eu-
charistic Lord! The evening will conclude with
pizza and refreshments. The evening will take
place in Sacred Heart Chapel, located on the cam-
pus of the Center for Pastoral Leadership, 28700
Euclid Ave., Wickliffe. Call Fr. Gurnick or Edie
Gauvin for more details: 440-943-7631.

“COME AND SEE” WEEKEND/BORROMEO
SEMINARY—ST. MARY SEMINARY: This over-
night retreat for men between 17 and 40 years of
age offers the opportunity to experience life at the
seminary. This weekend includes annual Eucharis-
tic Devotion celebration with the seminary commu-
nity. February 5-7th. Please call 440-943-7660 to
register or for more information.

ST. ANTHONY ADULT DAY CENTER is accepting
participants in its weekday program. If you are car-
ing for a spouse, parent or adult child and are in
need of respite or time away to meet work or other
family obligations, call 216-481-4823 ext. 166 to
learn more about this structured, supervised care
program. St. Anthony is located at Rose-Mary
Center in Euclid.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES NOVENA:

“The Apparition of Lourdes through the Eyes of St.
Bernadette” February 3-11th, each evening be-
gins with the 7:00pm rosary followed by Mass. Our
Lady of Lourdes Shrine is located at 21281 Char-
don Rd. in Euclid.

Many of our parishioners have already received a
letter from Bishop Lennon asking for a contribution
to the 2010 Catholic Charities Annual Appeal. If
you received the mailing, please review it carefully.
The programs and services supported by this Ap-
peal require financial support from each of us in
order to continue to meet the challenges of our di-
verse communities. This year’s theme is “..frust in
the Lord; hope in the Lord.” Jeremiah 17:7

We know that Jesus called us not only to recognize
that all we have is given to us by our God but also
that we return a portion of those gifts as a sign of
our gratitude. Making a generous contribution in
support of service to the poor and disadvantaged
may require that we trust and hope in the Lord.
Real charitable giving is never easy. But we must
rely on the fact that God will continue to bless us as
we give as a sign of our gratitude for God’s role in
our lives. If you receive the mailing from Bishop
Lennon, please take a moment to recognize how
God has blessed you, and then make a generous
pledge out of gratitude for those gifts.

PRAYER TO END ABORTION
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, And
for the lives of all my brothers and sisters.

I know there is nothing that destroys more life than
abortion, Yet | rejoice that you have
conquered death by the
Resurrection of Your Son.
| am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today | commit myself
Never to be silent,

Never to be passive,

Never to be forgetful of the unborn.
| commit myself to be active in the
pro-life movement,

And never to stop defending life
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected,
And our nation once again becomes
A nation with liberty and justice
Not just for some, but for all.

Through Christ or Lord. Amen!

=2

RAFFLE WINNER

Congratulations to Bonnie Brown of Mayfield, our
winner of the Week #17 PTU Weekly Raffle.
Bonnie Kuhn of Euclid was the seller winner.
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St. John of the Cross

February, 2010

S-School

C-Church P-Parish Office
G-Gym
MR1-Meeting Room #1
MR2-Meeting Room #2
MR3-Meeting Room #3

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Catholic 6:45pm Bingo 11:00am First
Schools Week |7:00pm Legion |6-7:30pm Girl Team #3(G) Reconciliation
6:30-7:30pm(S) |of Mary(MR2) |Scouts Mtg(MR1)
PSR 7:30pm Liturgy 7:00pm Youth
7:00pm PTU 7:00-9:00pm Meeting (MR1) Ministry Social
Meeting(S) Confirmation
7:30pm (S) (S) 4:00pm Mass-
Fr. Mehok Anointing of
Scripture Study the Sick
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Anointing of the [6:30-7:30pm(S) 7:00-8:30am
Sick at all PSR 7:00pm (MR1) [6:45pm Bingo Men’s Prayer
Masses 7:00pm Adult  |7:00pm Legion |Women’s Group | Team #4(G) Group(S)
Confirmation of Mary(MR2)
10:00am (MR2) 7:00pm Social |7:30pm Adult 6:45pm Bingo
Children’s Liturgy |7:30pm (S) Justice Mtg(S) |Faith Formation Team A(G)
of the Word(C)  |Fr. Mehok Meeting (MR1)
Scripture Study Ministry Fair
7:30pm School this weekend
Dev. Meeting(S)
7:30pm Arts &
Environment
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Ministry Fair SFS-No School |6-7:30pm Girl |Ash 6:45pm Bingo 8:30-9:30am
this weekend 7:00pm Adult Scouts Mtg Wednesday Team #1(G) A day of Market Day
Confirmation (MR1) 8:15am School abstinence Pick Up(G)
10:00am (MR2) 7:00pm Legion |Mass 7:30pm Parish
Children’s Liturgy |7:30pm (S) of Mary(MR2) |7:00pm Mass  |Council Meeting 10:00am-
of the Word(C)  |Fr Mehok 7:00-9:00pm  |Ashes willbe  |(MR1) 12:00pm (S)
Scripture Study |Confirmation |distributed at Gr. 8 PSR
7:30pm Finance (S) both Masses
Meeting(MR1) 7:00pmBoosters
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:00am 6:30-7:30pm(S) |7:00pm Legion |1:30pm SFS SFS-No School |SFS-No School |7:00-8:30am
Children’s Liturgy |PSR of Mary(MR2) |Dismissal Men’s Prayer
of the Word(C) 7:30pm (S) 6:45pm Bingo  |A day of Group(S)
11:00am- Fr. Mehok 7:30pm 7:00pm (MR1) |Team #2(G) abstinence
4:00pm (G) Scripture Study |Confirmation |Women’s Group 6:45pm Bingo
Boy Scouts Practice (C) Team B(G)

Pinewood Derby

28 10:00am
Children’s Liturgy
of the Word(C)




